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Thesis Statement 
The mosques are the principal religious building where the Muslims go for prayers. Just like the Christians who value their church, mosques are very paramount in Muslim religion because of its many functions including communal payers. However, despite having existed for more than three centuries, Islamic history has not been actively engaged in other disciplines. Muslim history is a wide field of study; however, the history of mosques has been neglected from studies and very little studies have examined the historical aspects of Muslim architecture. The use of screens in Mosques has been greatly misunderstood by many people who think that they are used for ritual purposes. The screens also are known as “masqura” had a significant role to play including safeguarding the life of the Muslim leaders, Imams in the early centuries. Their role was later realized as in the plans of the dimensions and roof systems of the Mosques. Some of the great mosques where Masqura had significant roles include the Great Mosque at Damascus. It later changed the designs and architecture generally in Mosques. Therefore, it is important to investigate the history of the mosques, especially the role of screens or Masqura. 
Problem Statement
Church and other leaders in Islam have been known to have great powers from God; therefore, one may not see the need for protection. Islamists during the early years wanted to protect their leaders by creating protective prayer areas. The Masqura was designed to protect important people like the Emperor and Imams while they went for prayers. Debates gave risen regarding the origin of Masqura and its role in mosques. Even though its origin is unclear, its role is very significant. Among many roles, the masqura had a significant liturgical role in the Muslim religion. These were associated with its two features that included the foreign characteristics and large urban Jamis. Most of the Islamic structures are believed to have been borrowed from Christianity. However, the early architectures tried to make it unique to Islam. 
The architecture of the Mosques is mainly shaped by the regional traditions of the period it is constructed and the place where it is constructed. Therefore, the layout, decoration, design, and even style may vary depending on these variables. However, there are common features that are present in almost every mosque across the globe because of the common functions of the mosques. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Some of these features include the Mihrab and other features. The mihrab or niche is one of the essential elements of mosque architecture that includes the wall that indicates the direction towards which all the Muslim believers pray. No matter where the mosque is located, the mihrab is normally important because it points the direction of Mecca. The minaret is another essential element of mosques in which most mosques share. The Minaret is a slim tower which varies in height, style, and number. Traditionally the minaret was used as a high point from which people could make a call to prayers.
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